Acts 20:29
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 is the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW plus the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “I know.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state as a result of a past action.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that activity.  It is translated “that.”  This is followed by the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to come into; to enter.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle functions in an active sense with the subject producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the preposition META plus the accusative of time from the feminine singular article and noun APHIXIS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “after my departure.”
  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun LUKOS, meaning “wolves” and the adjective BARUS, meaning “fierce, cruel, savage Acts 20:29.”
  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”

“I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in to you,”
 is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the nominative masculine plural present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb PHEIDOMAI, which means “to spare.”


The present tense is a futuristic present, which describes what will take place as though happening right now.


The deponent middle/passive voice functions in an active sense with the savage wolves producing the action.


The participle expresses attendant circumstances.

Finally, we have the genitive direct object from the neuter singular article and noun POIMNION, meaning “the flock.”

“not sparing the flock;”

Acts 20:29 corrected translation

“I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in to you, not sparing the flock;”

Explanation:
1.  “I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in to you,”

a.  Paul continues with his prediction of what will happen in the church of Ephesus after he departs.  “False teachers would descend upon his churches after his departure as ‘fierce wolves [that] will come in among you, not sparing the flock.’  Both Mt 10:16 and Lk 10:3 preserve the tradition of Jesus sending forth His apostles ‘as sheep/lambs in the midst of wolves’ — a figure that suggests the perils they could expect to encounter on their mission.”


b.  The first question we must ask is: What does Paul mean by his ‘departure’?  Is he refers to leaving on this ship for Jerusalem, or is he referring metaphorically to his death?



(1)  If we answer that he is referring to his leaving on the ship for Jerusalem, then a further question has to be answered—why didn’t these false teachers descend upon the church of Philippi after Paul left for Macedonia and Corinth and then spent time evangelizing Dalmatia?  Paul was gone for many months, if not over a year, and the false teachers had plenty of time to attack the church in Philippi.



(2)  On the other hand if we answer that Paul is referring to his death, then we have the problem of his statement in 2 Tim 1:15 to the effect that what he predicts here already happened, and it clearly happened before his death.  2 Tim 1:15, “You are aware of this, that all those who are in Asia have rejected (and repudiated) me, among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes.”  Clearly this rejection of Paul occurred during his second Roman imprisonment and refers to the fact that none of those who could come to his defense would do so.  But this probably also extends to the effect false teachers had on the churches in Asia as well.  Another huge problem with this answer is that “there seems to be no example of the use of the Greek word APHIXIS (‘departure’) in the sense of departure in death.”



(3)  The ultimate proof that false teachers had a detrimental effect on the churches of Asia can be seen in our Lord’s comments to the pastors of those churches in Rev 2-3.




(a)  Ephesus, Rev 2:4, “But I have this against you, that you have neglected your most important love.”




(b)  Pergamum, Rev 2:14, “But I have a few things against you, namely, that you have there [believers] holding to the teaching of Balaam,…namely to eat things sacrificed to idols and to engage in illicit sex.”




(c)  Thyatira, Rev 2:20, “But I have against you that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and yet she teaches and leads astray My servants with the result that they engage in illicit sexual activities and eat things sacrificed to idols.”




(d)  Sardis Rev 3:1, “I know your accomplishments, namely that you have a reputation that you are alive, and yet you are dead [carnal death].”




(e)  Laodicea, Rev 3:15-16, “I know your accomplishments that you are neither cold nor hot, I wish that you were cold or hot.  So because you are lukewarm and neither hot nor cold, I am about to vomit you from My mouth.”




(f)  In addition we see the beginning of the problem of false teachers in Paul’s own letter to the Ephesians, Eph 5:6-7, “Let no one deceive you with empty words; for because of these things, the wrath of God is coming on the sons of disbelief [unbelievers].  Therefore, stop becoming companions with them.”


c.  The savage wolves are false teachers.  The phrase “will come in to you” indicates that they will come from outside the congregation and not from those who are members of the congregation.  False teachers are characterized in several New Testament passages.



(1)  Mt 7:15, “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.”



(2)  2 Pet 2:1-3, “But false prophets also arose [existed, originated] among people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who to be sure will bring in secretly opinions of destruction while disowning the Master who even acquired them as slaves, bringing swift destruction on themselves, nevertheless many will follow their sensuality, because of whom the way of truth will be slandered, and because of avarice they will exploit you with false teachings, because of which teachings their condemnation has been prepared from eternity past, and their destruction is not idle.”



(3)  2 Pet 2:12-21, “But these [false prophets], like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct having been born for the purpose of capture and destruction, slandering in things which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed because of their depravity.  They cheat themselves out of reward because of unrighteousness.  They regard parties in the daytime as a pleasure.  [They are] stains and defects, engaging in loud, drunken parties associated with their pleasures as they feast together with you, having eyes full of an adulteress and unceasing from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children.  Having abandoned the right way of life, they have gone astray, pursuing the way of life of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wealth from unrighteousness, but he was rebuked for his own evil-doing; the mute ass, by speaking with the voice of a man, restrained the insanity of the prophet.  These [false teachers] are waterless fountains and mists being driven by a hurricane for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.  For while loudly proclaiming bombastic words of emptiness, they entice with lusts of the flesh in the sphere of sensuality those who barely escape from the ones who live in deception, promising to them freedom while they themselves are slaves of depravity; for by what anyone is defeated, by this he has been enslaved.  For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the cosmic system by means of the full knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and being entangled again in them they are defeated, the last state has become for them worse than the first state.  For it was better for them to not have known exactly the way of righteousness, than having known exactly, to turn away from the holy commandment which was handed down to them.”



(4)  2 Pet 3:3-4, “understanding [perceiving, realizing] this most importantly that mockers will come in the last days with ridicule, conducting themselves [living, following] on the basis of their own lusts, and will say, ‘Where is the promise of His coming [second Advent]?  For since the fathers [Old Testament spiritual giants] all things remain in the same manner from the beginning of the creation’.”



(5)  1 Tim 1:19-20, “Be having and holding doctrine and a clear conscience, which doctrine certain ones, having rejected, have suffered shipwreck with regard to their doctrine.  Among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have delivered over to Satan, in order that they might be taught by discipline not to blaspheme.”



(6)  1 Tim 4:1-3, “Now the Spirit explicitly says that in latter periods of time [Church Age and Tribulation] some [believers] will depart from doctrine, paying attention to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, by means of hypocrisy from the source of liars, who because they have branded with a branding iron their own conscience, forbidding marriage, commanding abstinence from certain foods [meat], which God [Jesus Christ] has created for the purpose of sharing with thanksgiving by the faithful ones [believers], that is, those who have full knowledge of the truth.”



(7)  2 Tim 2:16-18, “But keep on avoiding pointless empty-talk [in preaching], for they [unfaithful believers] will progress deeper into impiety [degeneracy and reversionism].  In fact, their teaching will be like having a spreading cancer.  Among whom there is Hymenaeus and Philetus, such [pastors] who have deviated with regard to the truth, saying that the resurrection has already occurred, and they are upsetting the doctrine of certain ones.”



(8)  2 Tim 3:1-8, “Now then, comprehend this, namely, that in the last days hard times will be imminent.  For men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, braggarts, arrogant ones, slanderers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful ones, unholy ones, unfeeling ones without normal affection or capacity for love, implacable ones, malicious accusers, without self-control, brutal, haters of (divine and moral) good, traitors, thoughtless, having become puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to an external form of respect for God [the spiritual life] but having disregarded its power; in fact turn away from [avoid] these people.  Because from these [reversionists] are those who worm their way into houses [local churches] and take captive foolish women [reversionistic believers], having been loaded up and overwhelmed with sins, being led away by various categories of lust, always learning [false doctrine and principles of evil] and yet they are never able to come to a full knowledge of the truth.  Moreover, in the manner in which Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these [reversionistic evangelists] oppose the truth, men of corrupted thinking, disqualified ones with regard to doctrine.”

2.  “not sparing the flock;”

a.  The flock will be torn apart by false doctrine, which is exactly what has happened throughout the Church Age with all the denominations.  However, Paul is speaking about the individual churches in the Roman province of Asia, which also applies to other local churches elsewhere.


b.  Satan is the lead wolf.  He controls the pack of wolves as they prowl around seeking a church to devour, just as Satan is the lion prowling around seeking individual Christians to devour.


c.  Satan and his false teachers could care less about you or your congregation.  They eagerly desire to destroy both.  As guardians of the flock of God, we have to be alert and ready to denounce false teaching and false doctrine the moment it invades the congregation.


d.  It does not matter if your church is new or long established, a large congregation or small, active in your community or not.  Satan is still going to attack it, and he does so through false doctrine and false teaching.  The more teachers that exist in a church the more danger there is to the infiltration of false teaching.


e.  As we see from Paul’s letters and our Lord’s comments to John in Revelation, these wolves did in fact attack the churches in Asia after Paul’s departure from the area and church was ravaged for a couple of generations.  “Happily, Ignatius’s [the pastor of the church of Rome in the early second century] letter to the same church a decade or two later [about 115 A.D.] shows that it paid heed to the admonition and recovered its love in full measure.”
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